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after-thought, as though to justify and to give a finish-
ing touch to his involved symbolism. If indeed the world
can be divided into a feminine principle (perfection^
and a masculine principle (progress), it naturallv fol-
lows that the union of the two would produce a 'new'
principle. On a metaohysical level such a union is pro-
foundly desirable and it hardly should require manv
thousands of pages to arrive at this conclusion. And
while there is something intrinsically convincing in
Nietzsche's desire to go beyond East and West*, beyond
Schopenhauer and Buddha, Keyserling's "union* of East
and West strikes us as hardly anything more than the
symbolism of a scholar who has lost his roots in the
West and is unable to take roots in the East. It goes
without saying that the compromise found manv fol-
lowers in Europe; it saved them the trouble of think-
ing: Keyserling did that for them.

When discussing the features that characterize Wes-
tern civilization, Keyserling has much to say on Pro-
gress and Heroism and Personality. Trorn the angle of
progress', he says, 'it is we who are the chosen people
among all the others.5 Indeed, western influence on the
East in recent times is so strong that even there progress
becomes invested with a new 'eastern* significance. It
is, in the opinion of the Sasre of Darmstadt, due to the
western urge for progress (the masculine principle) that
'the eastern civilizations are acquiring significance for
mankind at large'. For does it not seem as though the
'progress* imported into the East during the last 100
years is now 'flowing back' again to Europe in the shape
of 'Missionaries from the Ganges and the Yellow